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lSO.--(PCOUIRRENC'E O W  IPEACW GRBUPEIR ORE .IIEW'.BlMW OPIr B L O C K  
IBLAWII).  

By  CICIAS. W. GIWPILEY. 

On Thursday, May 15, a strange fish W ~ S  seen by the WC\V of the 
schooner Carrie E. P:~rso~is, Cnpt. Albmt Greeltlow? of Gloucester, 
Mass., abont 20 riiiles sontlieast from Block Island. Wlien seen the 
fish was near the surface oftl ie water, on its &le, with the side-fir1 ant1 
tail in motioit. They, romed 
up to it in :I dory, threw a liarpoou into it, aucl towed it alongside the 
vessel? wheit it  W R S  taken on board and put in tlie ice-house. It was 
easily captured. On arriving at Gloucester, May 17, the captain pre- 
sented it to the representative of' the Uiiited States li'ish Cominiasioii, 
Capt. S. J. Martin, who telegraphed to Professor Bait (1 for inst ructions 
as to its disposition. Cq)tain Martiii states that no one of' thehunclrcds 
of persons in Gloucester who came to see it could identify it,. Om Mon- 
day, 1Dth, i t  was paclwd in ice by the Atlantic. IInhbnt Company ancl 
forwarded to \Vashiitgtoii by express, where i t  arrived the nest day. 
It On May 21 l+o- 
fessor Bihircl replied t o  C:y)tain Nartiti conceritirtg i t  : '' The straitgo 
fish referred to iu your letter was duly received today, in excellent coil- 
dition, :ntd proved to be, as  I thought it wonId, the southern jaw-fish, 
the existence of which much fhrtlier north than Florida we hare  not 
been anwe of. Tile fish itself is not considered, especiillly when it is 
large, wry  palatable, but this specimen answers a very inil)oit;~tit pnr- 
pose in fixing its geographical distribution. I t  will also give LIS : L ~ I  01,- 
portuiiity of iit~l~iitg' a plaster cast. We Ii;~,ve liatl a specimen of about 
the saint! size from Florida, but I thiiib not in s o ~ o o d  presc3rvntion.'~ 

Tarleton 11. Bean, curator of tlis Depa r t~nc~ t  of Fisltes of tlie Uiiited 
States National MtIseum, under date of May 26, lSS4, inaclc the follow- 
ing report i i p (~~ i  the spccimeri : 

' 6  After baviiig exaruinecl the large black groulmr which was for- 
warded frout Gloucester last week, I have rcached t h e  conclusion that  
it is Epincplu&us wigrilus (Bolbrook), a speoirs ~vhioli Dr. Holbroolc, in 
his Ichthyology of South Carolina, publisltcd in I SGO, meutioiied as be- 
ing rare aiid kuomn only in the waters of South Carolina. It lias iiot 
been known to occnr iu :my waters north of that State, as far as I know. 
The species is known a~ the black grouper, and specimons weigliiug 300 
poniicla have been rccorded before; tlie exarnltle received from Gloucester 
weighed 300 pounds. A cast :ind the slteleton h ; ~ v c  been preserved. 
The fish had witlently strayed away front its n;itnral Imbitat, and its 
presence off' Block Isln~ld inust llave been ~~idental .77 
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The men at first thought i t  was  a snnfisli. 

over (i feet jii length ; ~ i i ( l  weighed 300 pounds. 

' 




